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Sarah Grace Griswold 
Date – November 21st, 2016 
Grade – 3rd Grade Armleder CHCA 
Subject/Content – Non-Fiction Text Features	
	
Learning Goals/Objectives: 	

• Students should be able to identify and describe the basic functions for these basic story 
elements: bold print, italics, table of contents, glossary, table, chart, index, caption, 
timeline, bullet points, title, subtitle, close up, hyperlink, icon, photograph, and 
illustration. 

• Students should be able to apply the knowledge of non-fiction towards guided 
questioning, responsible thinking, research, and conversation.  

	
Benchmark/ Standard: 	
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.5 
Use text features and search tools (e.g., key words, sidebars, hyperlinks) to locate information 
relevant to a given topic efficiently.  
	
Methods/Activities: 

I will begin the lesson by reviewing story elements with the class. We will engage in a quick 
discussion about non-fiction elements and the ways that reading can be different when 
comparing fiction and non-fiction pieces of writing. I will lead in discussion by asking questions 
like:  

• What do you know about non-fiction text features? 
• How do you use text features? 
• How do we see or use non-fiction texts in school? In our lives? 

I will assess their questions by tallying their answers with a check plus/minus system on a 
checklist. This discussion will serve as my pre-assessment of the lesson topic. Upon our initial 
conversation, I will review the rules to the activity that we will begin together. I will briefly 
review how we are going to be rotating through different stations to learn and review different 
non-fiction story elements. We will review the CHAMP rules for the stations and the 
expectations that I have when they are working with each other.  

Upon going over the rules, I will review the flow of our map/station locations and explain that 
they will be traveling with partners. I will explain that each time the chime rings, they are to 
move to the next station. In order to make movement and time efficient, I will write the order on 
the board as we are explaining the order. Prior to the lesson, we will have had time to learn 
where each of the stations are and how they work. This instruction time will be a review and will 
be a time for them to ask questions if they are confused of the flow.  

After going over overview rules, I will walk around the room and model how each of the stations 
will work very briefly. I will go in order so that they know where to go and I will ask students to 
volunteer to model the activities for us. I will try to keep this part brief, but explanatory in review 
so that I do not have a lot of questions while the activity is happening. I will then pass out 



 Griswold 2 

foldables that I have created for each of the students. I will instruct that they are to write each 
category and information that they learn on it’s own tab. I will have already printed the words on 
the flipbook so that they can understand where to put the information. This introduction activity 
and explanation of the rules should last about 10-15 minutes.  

Next, I will partner the students up and assign them each to a different station. I will remind them 
that they are to move to the next station when I ring the chime (every 4-5 minutes). Once they 
begin the stations, I will monitor the room and check to see the progress of the students. I will be 
available to answer questions and help with any type of confusion. As I am working with 
students, I will be providing support and assistance towards their understanding. Additionally, I 
will have a timer set on my phone or timed device to go off every 4 minutes for rotation 
purposes. Depending on the need of my students, I will provide extra time for each of the 
stations if they need it.  

Students will participate in each of the stations at different locations in the room. The instruction 
sheet will be posted at each of the stations with the definition cards per story element. I will 
check their understanding of the elements as they are traveling to each station. As they are 
working, I will ask questions like:  

• What does this element mean?  
• How is learning in this way helping you to understand the story element?  
• What about this element have you learned that is new or different? 

The directions for each of the stations are as follows (they are also written in step-by-step format 
for the students to see at each station):  

Bold Print & Italics: On the instruction card, students will be guided to write the definition of the 
words and draw what they think it means. Then they will each pick a book and find an example 
of a bold word and a word in italics. They will then share their findings with the other person.  

Table of Contents & Glossary: For this activity, students will watch a video that explains the 
usage of each idea. They will also write the definitions and then draw an example of each 
concept.  

Table & Chart: This activity requires an analysis that incorporates multiplication and math 
tables. Students will be instructed to complete parts of two different worksheets that demonstrate 
their knowledge of a table and a chart. They will then be asked to discuss the differences with 
their peers. They will continue to write the definition and draw an example in their foldables.  

Index & Caption: For this activity, students will be working together to find the index and a 
caption. They will be asking one another questions about these non-fiction elements. They will 
also be writing their definitions in their foldables and drawing examples.  

Timeline & Bullet Points: Students will be reading two different articles that quickly summarize 
and help to explain how to use a timeline and what it means to use bullet points. They will also 
write the definitions and draw examples in their foldables.  
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Title & Subtitle: For this activity, I will instruct the students to write the definitions for the 
words. Then they will fill out a Venn Diagram with Title and Subtitle as the objects. They will 
then compare their diagram with the other person in the group. They will then draw the example 
in their foldables.2 

Close Up & Hyperlink: Students will be instructed to draw “before and after” pictures using a 
website and a hyperlink and a picture and close-up. They will follow the direction card to receive 
instructions. They will also write the definition and draw an example in their foldables.  

Icon, Photograph & Illustration: In addition to writing and drawing their definitions, students 
will be circling and marking different icons, pictures and illustrations on a worksheet. They will 
do this activity individually but they will discuss the meanings with their peers.  

Upon completion of the stations, I will instruct the students to come back to their desks in the 
center of the room. I will ask them to put away their foldables in their desks and to get out a 
pencil. I will, if needed, CHAMP the quiz by writing the rules up on the whiteboard. I will pass 
out the written quizzes and instruct them to turn them in at the station in the back station. I will 
instruct them that they can work on their reading journals when they are finished with their 
quizzes. This written quiz will serve as their assessment to record their understanding of non-
fiction story elements.  

 
Materials: 	

• 16 flip books (pre-made) 
• Objective Sheet 
• Text Features Definition cards – printed, cut and laminated 
• Text Features Instruction Sheets – printed, cut and laminated 
• Signs labeled 1-8 (on color paper) 
• 2 different non-fiction books (with bold and italics) 
• Access to the following video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VhOu-I86CFA - 

displayed on a computer (headphones helpful but not needed) 
• 8+ copies of the “Times Table” worksheet 
• 8+ copies of the “Math Chart” worksheet 
• Writing utensils 
• White board, dry-erase marker, eraser 
• paper 
• 16+ copies of the icon, photograph, illustration worksheet 
• 1 Copy of the “timeline” article 
• 1 Copy of the “bullet points” article 
• 16+ Copies of the HyperLink Worksheet 
• 16+ Copies of the Close Up Worksheet 
• 16+ Copies of the Venn Diagram Sheet 
• Optional: Blooms Taxonomy Question Sheet 
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Prior Knowledge: 	

• Students have an understanding of fiction compared to non-fiction.  
• Students have been introduced to these non-fiction story elements prior to this lesson.  
• Students have been introduced to the flow of this lesson and they are knowledgeable of 

the way that they will be traveling through each of the stations.  
• Students know the way that each station works, as they have been explained this in an 

earlier lesson. 
	
Feedback Strategies: (Questions, “” of things I will say, etc.)	
While I am checking on the students, I will be asking questions and making comments to 
encourage their understanding and thought processes. I will make comments like: 
 
- I like how you added detail into your answers. 
- Thanks for communicating well with your partner well. 
- Thank you for being a leader during this activity.  
- What can we do to use this story element in another aspect?  
- What about non-fiction text features is confusing to you? 
- How do you see text features being used during school? At home? 
- Thanks for listening and working in an appropriate manner.  
- I appreciate how you stayed at a calm level 1/0 while in this group session.  
	
Assessment/Evaluation Strategies:  	
	
Before- I will engage the students in a discussion to see their knowledge and understandings. I 
will ask questions like: What do you know about non-fiction? What do you know about fiction 
stories? How can you compare the two topics? How are they the same? How are they different? 
How do we see or use non-fiction in school? In our lives?  

During- While students are working in their stations, I will be monitoring the room and asking 
the students comprehension questions. I will be asking a variety of questions that promote 
Bloom’s Taxonomy reasoning. As they are working, I will ask questions like: What does this 
element mean? How is learning in this way helping you to understand the story element? What 
about this element have you learned that is new or different? I will collect the foldables after the 
lesson and I will check them for their understandings to see if they wrote the correct text-features 
and drew the correct examples.  

After-  Students final quiz will serve as their assessment. I will use a rubric to finish the grading 
as I add comments and feedback.	
	
Special Needs of Students: 	
	
Enrichment: I will have a stack of non-fiction books in the center of the room. If students have 
extra time at any of the stations, they will be encouraged to come and look for the text features in 
the books. 	
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Intervention: To assist students while they are at the stations, I will be roaming around the room 
seeking to answer questions and help with comprehension.	
	
Reflection:  
How do you think the lesson went? If you could teach the lesson over again, what would you do 
differently? The same? How does your evaluation strategy determine whether you have met your 
learning goals? Did the students learn what you wanted them to learn? How do you know? What 
will you do next? Evaluate your methods, your activities, your materials. How did these items 
help you to achieve your learning goals? 
 

I really liked how I was able to facilitate the lesson and then let the students work. I was 
able to help with questions and extra troubles. I liked how this lesson was very hands on for the 
students and it incorporated a variety of different learning styles. If I could teach the lesson over, 
I would be more explanatory to have them draw examples in their flipbooks. I would also try to 
monitor the length of time for a few of the stations. For assessment, the conversation, flipbooks 
and quiz at the end helped me to see how they were learning each of the strategies. The strategy 
of dividing up the text features allowed the students to dive into understanding each of the 
features in a variety of ways.  

As I was monitoring the room, I asked the students what they were learning at each of the 
stations. The students were able to clearly define the words and show what they were learning. 
As a follow up to the lesson, I will provide feedback for each of the written assignments and ask 
individual questions to the students if needed. Since this lesson is towards the end of their review 
of story elements, I will try to provide feedback promptly in order to give them time to review 
for their closing test.  

For my methods, I really like how the stations were ran. The students were able to lead 
themselves in each of the activities towards a better goal. I heard one student say “this is the 
quietest we’ve ever been when we’re allowed to talk!” because they were demonstrating their 
focus and interest in the activities. I appreciated how they enjoyed the stations and the variety of 
activities. For the materials, this lesson took a lot of preparatory work, but it proved to be worth 
it as the students were demonstrating their learning and growth. Overall, I felt that the variety of 
learning styles demonstrated in the different stations helped the students to feel accomplished 
about their non-fiction text feature knowledge.  

	
Artifacts/Documentation:  
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Documentation: 
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