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Thematic Unit Proposal: Pete the Cat 
Sarah Grace Griswold 

 
 
Module Description: This unit is intended for a kindergarten level that will focus on Language 
Arts as the primary subject. It will also include lessons that incorporate Science, Math, Social 
Studies, Literature and the Arts. The core of the unit will center around the book “Pete the Cat: I 
love my white shoes”. Students should be able to recount the unit ideas and themes, present and 
learn how to write numbers 1-20, practice writing common words, create their own musical 
instrument, and practice talking about Pete’s personal history. Overall, they should learn how to 
properly associate a storybook to other problems and lessons in practical life.  
 
Common Core State Standards Addressed: 
RL.K.7 – Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: With prompting and support, describe the 
relationship between illustrations and the story in which they appear (e.g., what moment in a 
story an illustration depicts).  
 
SL.K.2 – Comprehension and Collaboration: Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or 
information presented orally or through other media by asking and answering questions about 
key details and requesting clarification if something is not understood.  
 
K.CC.A.3. – Counting and Cardinality: Write numbers from 0 to 20. Represent a number of 
objects with a written numeral 0-20 (with 0 representing a count of no objects).  
 
K.CC.B.4. – Counting and Cardinality: Understand the relationship between numbers and 
quantities; connect counting to cardinality.  
 a. When counting objects, say the number names in the standard order, pairing each 
object with one and only one number name and each number name with one and only one object.  
 
RF.K.3 – Reading: Foundational Skills: Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis 
skills in decoding words.  
 c. Read common high-frequency words by sight (e.g., the, of, to, you, she, my, is, are, do 
does).  
 
Ohio Content Standards:  
Science. K. PS. 1. – Designing Technological/Engineering solutions using Science concepts: 
Design and make an instrument that can make different sounds by tapping, plucking or blowing. 
Give suggestions to other students about how their instruments may make different types of 
sounds. 
 
Social Studies. K. 2. History– A Child’s Place in Time and Space: Personal History can be 
shared through stories and pictures.  
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Process:  
 Day #1: Reading “Pete the Cat: I love my white shoes”. Students will participate in a 
group reading to serve as an introduction to the unit. We will then discuss the story and interact 
with a music video to engage active listeners. 
 
 Day #2: For this lesson, students will participate in a math game that is centered around 
counting Pete’s shoes. This game will focus on their developmental math skills and will structure 
around what they already know to be incorporated into new knowledge.  
 
 Day #3: Students will create letters out of cookie cutters and Play-Doh to create and form 
common high-frequency words that we have read from the book. This activity will formulate a 
hands on approach to reading, rewriting and spelling words.  
 
 Day #4: Students will participate in a group activity by singing along to a new “Pete the 
Cat” music video. Next, they will then each make their own musical instrument to show 
preliminary technological and engineering skills through creativity and the arts. After creating 
the project, students will then have the chance to use their instruments as they sing along with the 
music video. 
 
 Day #5: Students will work individually to create and draw a picture of Pete stepping in 
something to change his shoe colors. They will use their skills of writing and colors to 
demonstrate this process.  I will assess students based on their knowledge and recognition of 
colors in comparison to the story illustrations. This lesson serves as my final assessment project 
for this unit.  
 
Key Concepts:  
Colors: The presence and difference of light on objects and materials 
 
Shoe(s): The object(s) that we wear on the bottom of our feet to protect our feet 
 
Counting: To recognize zero, pairs, or groups of items 
 
Musical Instrument: An object that produces a special musical sound or note by either plucking, 
blowing, or tapping on the object 
 
History: What happened before right now, to me or someone else 
 
Pair: Two things or items that go together and are similar to one another 
 
Clean: To use soap and water to make an item or person like new; germ and dirt free 
 
Dirty: To have mud, germs and other materials covering the object or thing that used to be clean 
 
Numbers: Written words to identify counting, addition, subtraction and other math skills 
 
Plucking: To play an instrument with the hand by stroking one’s fingers across a string 
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Blowing: To play an instrument by placing your mouth over the opening and pushing air out 
 
Tapping: To play an instrument by hitting your hands or drum sticks onto the instruments’ 
smooth surface 
 
Essential Questions: 

• What did you learn from Pete the Cat? Why do his shoes change colors? 
• Can you count to 20? (Have students demonstrate) Can you show me how to write your 

numbers 1-20? What does (point to a number) this mean?  
• How do you spell _____ (use example words) and how do you write it? 
• What is a musical instrument? 
• How do you spell your colors? How do you write your color words? 
• How does Pete let the shoes impact his life or his past? 

 
Enduring Understandings: 
Students should be able to recognize that the shoes change colors because of the things that Pete 
steps in and around. Pete is a little clumsy, and students will learn to be careful where they walk 
and to always be aware of their surroundings. They should be able to recall the story, and be able 
to answer several informational questions about the setting, characters and plot.  
 
Students should be able to associate numbers with material objects and counting these objects. 
They should be able to apply these skills in life and around them. They should answer the 
questions about counting by talking about their numbers, writing their numbers and counting an 
object that might be in the classroom (ex. Chairs, posters, classmates, etc). Through guidance 
and support, they might recognize other things in their world that they can learn to count.  
 
Students should be able to hold their pencils and write the simple words that they have learned. 
They should recognize the letters and realize that these words are all around them. If advanced, 
students should be encouraged to look through a book and check for words that they might 
recognize.  
 
Students should be able to define and explain that a musical instrument is an object that produces 
a sound by plucking, blowing or tapping on the object. If advanced, students could participate in 
a discussion on instruments that they might know of or might have seen around them (Ex. Piano, 
drums, guitar, etc). 
 
Students should be able to copy/write their color words and should know which word stands for 
which color. For example, a student should be able to see the word “Yellow” and know that it is 
associated with the color of the school bus or something of that manner.  
 
Students should be able to recognize the difference in Pete’s past and his current state of being. 
They should be able to talk about the changes in his shoe color and his surroundings.  
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Intellectual Processes:  
Knowledge: Students will know and be able to associate colors with the printed words. They will 
be able to know that a musical instrument is an object that produces sound. Students will know 
how to recognize different sight words.  
 
Comprehension: Students will know how to apply their colors and recognize them in their world 
and throughout the text. They should be able to see make connections between numbers, letters 
and instruments throughout these lessons.  
 
Application: Students will know how to write words that they can use in any type of language 
situation. They will also practice counting and recognizing the skills found in counting and how 
they can be applied to literature and the world around them.  
 
Analysis: Students should be able to associate and answer questions related to the concepts from 
the story. They should be able to make connections between the instruments and the way that 
they are similar to other musical instruments.  
 
Synthesis: Students will be able to apply these skills of knowledge, analysis, math, and reading to 
the aspect of Pete the Cat. Together, these skills allow students to be able to put things together 
in their minds that they have learned throughout the unit.  
 
Evaluation: Students should be able to answer questions throughout the unit that properly 
demonstrate their ability to think through, explain and relate the information that they have 
learned.  
 
Unit Assessment Task:  
Formative Assessment:  

Day #1: During this lesson, students will be asked questions before, during and after 
reading to clarify their remembrance and knowledge of the story.  
 

Day #2: Students will participate in the math game that is formatted around recognizing 
numbers. Students will be asked to write the numbers that they counted to serve as their exit 
ticket for the day.  
 

Day #3: Students will share their words with their peers and will share with the class. As 
a final assessment of the day, students will use Play-Doh to recreate their favorite word and take 
home with them. 
 
 Day #4: Students will have an opportunity to use their homemade instruments to “play” 
during one of the Pete the cat songs. I will assess them based on their ability to properly 
communicate and display that hey have learned the function of creating and designing a musical 
instrument. 
 

Day #5: Students will share their final drawings and writings with the class or a friend. I 
will also ask questions about Pete’s history and ask them to think about the story while they are 
working on their drawings/writing.  
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Summative Assessment: Overall, students should be able to properly communicate the story, 
character and plot. They should be able to recognize how this story can be used to teach math, 
science, social studies, literature and art. At the end of the unit, my students will be assessed 
based on their level of attentiveness and involvement. They should be able to answer questions 
about the story, and how the story of Pete the Cat applies to their own lives. For our last activity, 
we will participate in a final group reading of the story. During this reading, I will be asking 
questions that will demonstrate and seek to understand their ideas of the story and what we have 
learned.  
 
Resources: (this will grow with supplies and materials) 

• “Pete the Cat: I love my White Shoes” by Eric Litwin 
• “Pete the Cat: Rocking my School Shoes” by Eric Litwin 
• Materials to make Musical Instruments:  

o Shoe boxes 
o Toilet paper/paper towel rolls 
o Glue 
o Ribbon 
o Colored paper 
o Markers 
o Additional materials 

• Math Game Sheets printed and laminated (for easy use). Found at: 
http://differentiationstation.blogspot.com/2012/11/i-love-my-red-shoes.html 

o Clothespins 
o Markers 

• Letters Worksheet printed and laminated(for easy use). Found at: 
http://mrsbremersk.blogspot.com/2013/02/pete-cat.html 

o Markers 
o Play-Doh or homemade clay 
o Cookie Cutter or Letter Shape Creators 

• Pete the Cat new shoes worksheet. Found at: 
http://finallyinfirst.blogspot.com/2011/08/pete-cat-class-book-idea.html 

o Markers, crayons, writing utensils 
• Optional: Musical Instruments – Guitar, Piano, Drums/Percussion, etc.  
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Lesson #1 
Name: Sarah Grace Griswold 
Date: March 2nd, 2016 
Grade: Kindergarten 
 
Learning Objectives/Goals:  
Students should be able to communicate and properly retell the story of Pete the Cat.  
Students should be able to differentiate between their colors and the different objects that are 
created out of the specific colors.  
Students should be able to recognize the song and relate the story of Pete the Cat to their own 
lives.  
 
Ohio Early Learning and Development Standards: 
RL.K.7 – Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: With prompting and support, describe the 
relationship between illustrations and the story in which they appear (e.g., what moment in a 
story an illustration depicts).  
 
SL.K.2 – Comprehension and Collaboration: Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or 
information presented orally or through other media by asking and answering questions about 
key details and requesting clarification if something is not understood.  
	
Methods:  
To begin the lesson, I will instruct the students to come together and gather on the large carpet 
area. In order to do this, I will instruct the students to come sit on their specific carpet square. We 
could even sing a song to gather them all together. We will then begin our lesson with a simple 
introduction of introducing “shoes” to one another. I will ask students to stand up, jump 10 
times, and then touch their own shoes.  
 
I will, depending on the student attentiveness, perform a simple activity asking students to find a 
friend who is wearing the same kind of shoes or same color of shoes. Students will be instructed 
not to run, but to ask each other questions in order to find their partner or friend with similar 
shoes. In doing this game, it will serve as my pre-assessment to determine which students 
generally understand the concept and which students do not. I will instruct the students to link 
arms with someone once they have a partner.  
 
After checking the groups, I will ask them to sit down and get ready for our story of the day. As 
a class, we may need to participate in some type of focusing activity. This could and will depend 
on the level of the students and their ability to focus throughout the year. This small activity 
could be a small drill we have already incorporated, such as “this little piggy” or “eyes and ears”.  
 
I will then hold up the book, “Pete the Cat: I love my White Shoes” by Eric Litwin. I will make 
sure to show it to every student in the classroom. Before reading, we will engage in a brief 
introduction conversation about the way that we think the story will be told.  I will ask them pre-
assessment questions like:  

• What do you think this story is going to be about?  
• How do we find the author or illustrator? 
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• What do you know about Pete? Have you heard of him before? 
These questions will serve as a way to start conversation and seek a thinking culture as a class.  
 
I will then begin to read the book to the students. On the second page, we will sing “I love my 
white shoes” as a class. I will teach them the melody and ask them to sing along with me while I 
read the pages. Throughout the book, we will engage in the song every time it comes up. When 
we come to the colors, I will ask students to raise their hands and guess which substance that 
Pete stepped into. This will serve as a way for students to interact and verbally communicate 
with the lesson. I will ask questions like:  

• What did Pete step in now?  
• What color did it turn his shoes? 
• Have you ever stepped in _____? 
• Did Pete Cry? (Goodness no) Why not? 

 
Throughout the reading, I will continue to ask these engaging questions. As we answer the color 
questions, I will encourage the students to read along with me as the book is quite repetitive in 
nature. I will encourage my students to think about the way that we can interact with colors all 
around us.  
 
Upon finishing the reading, I will ask some final assessment questions such as:  

• How many things or colors did Pete step in?  
• Have you ever gotten your shoes dirty?  
• What did you do to clean them? 
• What was your favorite color of Pete’s shoes? 

 
I will encourage my students to think about their own positive attitudes, because Pete the Cat had 
a positive attitude throughout his day. We will then transition into our video portion of the 
lesson. I will then ask my students to stand up and shake out their wiggles. 
 
Before watching the video, I will explain that this video is a “retelling” of the story that we just 
read. I will encourage them to sing along and join in on the story. We will watch the video, sing 
and dance together as a final activity for this lesson.  
 
Materials/Resources: 

• “Pete the Cat: I love my white shoes” by Eric Litwin 
• Projector/Smart board  
• Link to video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UrDmAA-tDPc 

 
Connection to Prior Knowledge: 
Students should have the ability to connect with reading and practice listening in this manner. As 
a student, they should have the skills to communicate and think about the stories read. Students 
should also have the confidence to sing and dance as a class.  
 
Assessment: 
Before- Students will participate in a quick game to find a friend in the classroom who has 
matching or similar shoes. This will serve as a way to recognize and see if students are able to 
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process the colors and differences. In addition to the game, students will be asked about the 
following questions prior to the reading of the story: What do you think this story is going to be 
about? How do we find the author or illustrator? What do you know about Pete? Have you heard 
of him before? 
 
During- Throughout the reading, I will ask the students questions to stimulate their 
understanding and thoughts about the story. Questions like the following: What did Pete step in 
now? What color did it turn his shoes? Have you ever stepped in _____? Did Pete cry? Why not? 
 
After- Upon finishing the reading, I will ask my students the following questions: How many 
things or colors did Pete step in? Have you ever gotten your shoes dirty? What did you do to 
clean them? What was your favorite color of Pete’s shoes?  
In addition to the questioning, I will observe the students as they are participating in the song and 
dance portion of the day.  
 
Special Needs of Students:  
Enrichment- For students that are advanced, they will be encouraged to find colors throughout 
the room. Throughout the reading, I will ask them questions about items and things that have 
distinct colors. This conversation will challenge them to recognize colors all around them in 
addition to the objects read in the story.  
 
Intervention- For struggling students, I will guide them to read the story on their own or in a 
reading time before the group instruction. If needed, they can also have a copy of the book that 
they can follow along with while I am reading for the lesson. I will seek to have them interact 
and listen to other students as they are all responding to the story. 
 
Reflection: 

• Discuss the physical, cognitive, language and social emotional development and interests 
of your students and how this lesson is appropriate. Developmentally, students are able 
to interact in many different ways. In kindergarten, students are learning formal ways to 
communicate and process their ideas. This lesson engages students in thinking and 
challenges them to communicate as a class. Through the game and video, students are 
engaging in physical and social emotional development. Through the reading, students 
are participating in cognitive thinking and language development.  

 
• How does your evaluation strategy determine whether you have met your learning goals? 

Through the pre-assessment, during and after assessment, I will be able to recognize 
student growth and understanding. The questions serve as a good overall way to 
recognize and determine the way that students are thinking as a whole.  

 
• How have you hit multiple intelligence’s in this lesson? The game incorporates a hands 

on approach in comparison to the listening and hearing skills that are being used when 
reading a book to a whole group. The music video at the end also serves as a way to 
determine and incorporate those who are more auditory learners through music.  
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• What learning styles have you addressed? As previously mentioned, I will address the 
skills of music, hands on and listening. By covering these different aspects to the lesson, 
students will be able to learn through a variety of styles and methods.  

 
• What forms of assessment will show if the student learned what you intended? As my 

final assessment, students should be able to recognize colors and talk about the way that 
Pete’s shoes changed by his environment. They should also be able to communicate and 
recognize Pete’s attitude and response to the climate and surrounding changes.		
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Lesson #2 

Name: Sarah Grace Griswold 
Date: March 13th, 2016 
Grade: Kindergarten 
 
Learning Objectives/Goals:  
Students should be able to demonstrate their counting skills and count up from 1 to 20.  
Students should be able to recognize the counting in the game and how it is related to the book 
“Pete the Cat: I love my White shoes”. 
Students should be able to understand the concept that a pair is counted as one in this activity.  
 
Ohio Early Learning and Development Standards: 
K.CC.A.3. – Counting and Cardinality: Write numbers from 0 to 20. Represent a number of 
objects with a written numeral 0-20 (with 0 representing a count of no objects).  
 
K.CC.B.4. – Counting and Cardinality: Understand the relationship between numbers and 
quantities; connect counting to cardinality.  
 a. When counting objects, say the number names in the standard order, pairing each 
object with one and only one number name and each number name with one and only one object.  
	
Methods:  
To begin the lesson, students will gather together in the large group portion of the room. Students 
will be instructed to work together in partners for this game. I will assign students with a partner 
based off a random order, or based on the overall classroom behavior. As a large group, I will 
demonstrate the game and explain the way the students should play. I will then give a brief 
review on the idea of place value and counting in the instructions. I will ask the following 
questions to serve as a pre-assessment:  

• What do you know about counting? 
• How many colors did we see in the book Pete the Cat yesterday? How many pairs of 

shoes did we see? 
• What does a pair mean? 
• What does it mean to count? 

After the questions, we will begin the activity. If needed, we will re-read “Pete the Cat: I love my 
white shoes” and count the different colors and pairs of shoes that Pete will wear in the story.  
 
I will say, “Alright students, today we’re playing a math game. We’re going to be counting and 
working on our large group numbers. With your partner, you will cut the boards into fourths and 
make smaller game boards, like this (demonstrate).” I will then go on to explain the rules of the 
game.  
 
Students will be instructed to work with their partner to go back and forth in turns. They will be 
allowed to have one choice between each card table or game sheet. They will be given one 
choice between the three numbers on the bottom of each game card. They will be challenged to 
count in their heads and not on their fingers. If advanced in mathematical skills, they will be 
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given a timer to challenge each other to answer the questions quickly. Students will have a little 
bit of extra freedom to make the game creative towards their partnership and teammate.  
While students are playing, I will be walking around the room and monitoring their activity. I 
will ask questions throughout my observation to serve as an assessment.  
I will ask questions like:  

• How did you find that answer?  
• Do you notice a pattern on the game board? 
• What color is your favorite of the boards that you have played already? 
 

As an alternate option for the game, students can rotate partners. They could also count their 
scores and check the answers for each round. This game should be adapted and adjusted towards 
every different style of classroom based on the students needs. This game can also be used to 
have many different competitions. Depending on the class, I could adapt the game to be more 
competitive or casual.  
 
After the game, students will be given a piece of paper, crayons and a dice. This activity will 
serve as a final assessment/exit ticket. They will be instructed to roll the dice and write the 
number on the bottom of the page. The students will then draw pairs of shoes to match the 
number that they rolled on the dice. They will have the freedom to choose their favorite color 
and make the shoes unique. I will collect these projects at the end of the activity to serve as an 
exit ticket for the lesson.  
 
Materials/Resources: 

• Shoes/Counting cards  
• Scissors 
• Dice 
• Optional: Copy of Pete the Cat: I love my White Shoes 

 
Connection to Prior Knowledge: 
Students should have the memory of the Pete the Cat story that we read yesterday. They should 
also have some practice or initial introduction to counting up to 20.  
 
Assessment: 
Before- Before beginning the game, we will talk as a group to determine pre-assessment of the 
topic. I will ask the following questions: What do you know about counting? How many colors 
did we see in the book Pete the Cat yesterday? How many pairs of shoes did we see? What does 
a pair mean? What does it mean to count? 
 
During- While students are playing the game, I will be walking around the room to make 
observations and ask the following questions to students to serve as my way to determine their 
progress and current understanding. I will ask questions like: How did you find that answer? Do 
you notice a pattern on the game board? What color is your favorite of the boards that you have 
played already? 
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After- Students will create and use their paper and dice to demonstrate their understanding. They 
will be asked to roll the dice and then draw shoes to create the amount of pairs that they rolled on 
the dice. This mini-activity will serve as an exit ticket for this counting lesson.  
 
Special Needs of Students:  
Enrichment- Students will be encouraged to fold or cover up the options on the bottom of each 
game board. As a partnership, they will be challenged to count other objects or even individual 
shoes to enrich the game.  
 
Intervention- Students who are struggling will be encouraged to work as a team with their 
partner. They will be challenged to count out loud and count back and forth as a pair.  
 
Reflection: 

• Discuss the physical, cognitive, language and social emotional development and interests 
of your students and how this lesson is appropriate. This activity will encourage and 
promote creative and social communication. By allowing the students to work together as 
a team or compete against one another, they will be working through cognitive, language 
and social emotional development skills. By incorporating the dice into the final 
assessment, they are practicing and demonstrating the physical aspects to learning.  

• How does your evaluation strategy determine whether you have met your learning goals? 
By incorporating the team aspect and then asking the students to work individually on 
their exit ticket, this strategy will demonstrate and allow me to determine progress and 
intellectual growth. When students can successfully recognize the pairs and draw the 
number they drew, this will allow me to determine the progress and learning.  

• How have you hit multiple intelligence’s in this lesson? This lesson is very specific to the 
logical-mathematical smarts and people smarts because of the math game in the middle 
of the lesson. However, the large group portion of the lesson incorporates word smart and 
visual spatial smarts. At the end of the day, students will be able to demonstrate and work 
through hands on learning and interpersonal skills to develop their understanding.  

• What learning styles have you addressed? This lesson covers many different styles of 
teaching and instruction. Students will work in the large group instruction, this will serve 
as the way for students to listen and communicate in this manner. The game involves 
small group teams of two that incorporate the way that the students can work in 
conversation and in a hands on experience. This covers the kinesthetic and 
communicative learning styles.  

• What forms of assessment will show if the student learned what you intended? With my 
assessment, this lesson uses and works through questioning and a hands on assessment. 
The questioning will demonstrate their ability to think through the answers and search for 
a realistic answer. The project at the end of the day will give my students a chance to 
work through a similar counting project to demonstrate their skills and knowledge. 	
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Lesson #3 
Name: Sarah Grace Griswold 
Date: April 6th, 2016 
Grade: Kindergarten 
 
Learning Objectives/Goals:  
Students should be able to hold their pencils and write the high frequency words that they have 
learned.  
Students should recognize the letters and realize that these words are all around them. 
Students should be able to formulate and make letters out of play dough.  
If advanced, students should be encouraged to look through a book and check for words that they 
might recognize.  
 
Ohio Early Learning and Development Standards: 
RF.K.3 – Reading: Foundational Skills: Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis 
skills in decoding words.  
 c. Read common high-frequency words by sight (e.g., the, of, to, you, she, my, is, are, do 
does).  
 
Methods:  
To begin this lesson, students will be instructed to take a seat at their desks or a table type 
setting. They should each have plenty of space to work on the hard surface in front of them. 
Before handing out materials, I will begin the lesson with a review of letter sounds. I will use 
letter flash cards to check on their knowledge, this will serve as a pre-assessment for the lesson. I 
will ask students to name each letter and say the sound that the letter makes. I will pick on 
students who are responsive, attentive and acting appropriately. I hope to have each student 
answer at least once.  
 
After this pre-assessment, I will explain the activity to the students. I will say “Today we’re 
going to be creating and making letters to form some common words.” I will continue to explain 
to the students that they will each receive two sheets of paper that have high frequency words 
from the “Pete the Cat” book on them. As an overview, they will each read a word, use the 
cookie cutters to stamp the word in the play dough and create the word on the sheet. I will then 
pass out a can of play dough to each student as well as two sheets from the word packet. They 
will have different words from their peers, so I hope this will lead in the conversation.   
 
Once students are working on their words, I will walk around the room and monitor the activity. 
I will ask students to read their words to me and tell me what each letter in the word sounds like. 
I will ask them to share their projects with me and tell me what they learned about their words. I 
will use this time as an informal assessment to associate and recognize the students’ knowledge 
of these types of high frequency words. In addition to these questions, I will be checking for 
student cooperation and attentiveness. I will instruct the students to share their words with the 
friends around them. If a student or group of students get finished early, I will ask them to trade 
words with one another and allow them to work on a new sheet of paper. This will challenge 
them to read more words and check for association in the books. For struggling students, I will 
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ask them work with a peer on the project. I will check back on them again to see their progress 
and work throughout the activity time.  
 
In addition to the high frequency words, students will also be encouraged to write their own 
word with the play dough format and structure of reading, stamping and creating. This can be a 
made-up word, or one they know how to spell. If they would like addition help choosing a word, 
they can use the “Pete the Cat” books as a resource to find words. They can also talk to their 
friends to find a new idea. They will be handed an addition sheet of paper that has the play dough 
instructions with a free space for their new word.  
 
After the students are finished creating the words out of play dough, I will instruct them to write 
their high frequency words and made-up words a few times each on the back of one of the pages. 
If they are more advanced, I’d ask them to use the word in a sentence. If they are struggling to 
write, I will ask them to write each word one time as practice or to choose one word to write. 
Their handwriting and word writing will serve as a final assessment to see their progress of 
applying letters and putting them together to make words.  
 
Students will them be instructed to clean up their space and bring their individual sheets back to 
the main carpet area. If time is allotted, I will then reread “Pete the Cat: I love my white shoes” 
by Eric Litman. Before reading, I will ask the students to be prepared to participate in a little 
game. When reading the story, they will be challenged to listen to find their words spoken and 
printed in the story. When they find their word, they will be instructed to put their piece of paper 
in the air. This will serve as a final assessment to see if their word knowledge can be applied to a 
piece of text or writing. It will also allow me to determine if the students are able to see high 
frequency words in context of a story.  
 
Materials/Resources: 

• Play dough 
• Alphabet flash cards  
• Printed Sheets (attached packet), enough for each kid to have 2 unique words and 1 

freestyle sheet 
• Pencils/writing utensils 
• Cookie cutter/stencil cut outs forming letters 
• Optional: Several copies of “Pete the Cat” books 
• “Pete the Cat: I love my White Shoes” by Eric Litman  

 
Connection to Prior Knowledge: 
Students should have the memory of the Pete the Cat story that we read on the first day. Students 
should be able to recognize letter sounds and have a knowledge of letter recognition. 
 
Assessment: 
Before- Students will demonstrate their ability to recognize letters and their sounds by the 
flashcard practice at the beginning of the lesson. This simple review will assess and allow me to 
determine their level of involvement and if they are prepared to move on to word formation.  
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During- During the play dough portion of the lesson, I will ask students to explain their words 
and the sounds that each of the letters make when spoken. I will ask students to individually 
explain their thinking and thoughts of the high frequency word and the word that they did on 
their own.  
 
After- At the end of the lesson, students will have the opportunity to write the words on a piece 
of paper. This will demonstrate their understanding of the spelling and sounds of the letters. If 
time is allotted for the reading activity, students will demonstrate their ability to recognize words 
in context by looking for their words in the story. Students will raise their paper in the air when 
they see or hear one of their high frequency words. This will demonstrate their ability to know 
words and put them into a literature or written context.  
 
Special Needs of Students:  
Enrichment- For advanced students, they will be challenged to practice the play dough exercise 
with extra words. If applicable, students can trade with a friend once they have both finished 
working on their two words. In addition, students will then be encouraged to write not only their 
word, but they can use their words in sentences on the back of their page when they are 
instructed to write the words on the paper.  
 
Intervention- Students will be encouraged to work on the play dough portion together with a 
friend. I will also be able to provide individual assistance while checking on the students 
individually. When writing the words, they can also be instructed to only write the words once or 
to simply write one of the words as writing practice.  
 
Reflection: 

• Discuss the physical, cognitive, language and social emotional development and interests 
of your students and how this lesson is appropriate. This lesson allows students to be able 
to experience a hands on approach to reading foundational words. By incorporating the 
play dough and the letters, it allows them to have a physical connection to reading. By 
incorporating a connection with the story, they will be able to experience cognitive and 
language development. By allowing students to connect to the story, they will have the 
social emotional development that interests and engages them.  

• How does your evaluation strategy determine whether you have met your learning goals? 
By having students write words and recognize them in the story, it allows me to see that 
they are able to see the application and reality of the words that they are reading. This 
allows me to see that they are able to do this on their own and will be able to make that 
critical connection in the text.  

• How have you hit multiple intelligence’s in this lesson? This lesson is centered around the 
way that children can learn words in a different manner. Students have the opportunity to 
connect with their hands on learning through play-dough, their visual learning through 
the book, and their interpersonal learning when they are finding the words in the story. 
This lesson covers a variety of intelligences that formulate and are centered around 
several different creative aspects.  

• What learning styles have you addressed? This lesson serves as a way for students who 
are more kinesthetic in learning. It allows those who need discussion and communication 



	

18	

with others to learn about the topic. It also challenges the private learners to work outside 
of their comfort zone by reading as a group.  

• What forms of assessment will show if the student learned what you intended? Before 
beginning the lesson, I will be asking students to say letter names and sounds. This serves 
as a way to test their foundational skills and reading strategies. By asking the students to 
practice finding the words in literature, they are demonstrating that they have the ability 
to recognize and associate words into different contexts. On the other hand, students are 
demonstrating their ability to write the words when they practice their writing on the back 
of their papers. Both of these final assessments serve as ways to see student growth and 
potential in reading foundational words in context of literature. 	
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Lesson #4 
Name: Sarah Grace Griswold 
Date: April 12th, 2016 
Grade: Kindergarten 
 
Learning Objectives/Goals:  
Students should be able to define and explain that a musical instrument is an object that produces 
a sound by plucking, blowing or tapping on the object. If advanced, students could participate in 
a discussion on instruments that they might know of or might have seen around them (Ex. Piano, 
drums, guitar, etc.). 
Students should be able to recognize and notice unique aspects of musical instruments like 
strumming a guitar, or hitting a drum.  
Students should be able to properly communicate their ideas with their peers and teachers.  
 
Ohio Early Learning and Development Standards: 
Science. K. PS. 1. – Designing Technological/Engineering solutions using Science concepts: 
Design and make an instrument that can make different sounds by tapping, plucking or blowing. 
Give suggestions to other students about how their instruments may make different types of 
sounds.  
 
Methods:  
For this lesson, students will be instructed to come together on the large carpet area in the main 
area of the room. I will introduce the lesson by reviewing what we have covered throughout the 
week. We will reflect on the ideas and topics that we have talked about prior to this lesson. This 
part will be an informal review to begin the lesson.  
 
To begin the concept for the day, I will ask some pre-assessment questions. I will ask them 
questions like:  

• What does a musical instrument do? 
• Have you every played a musical instrument? 
• What’s the difference between instruments? 

I will lead the class by showing them some pictures of different musical instruments. I will begin 
by saying something like, “Today we’re going to be talking about the way that music instruments 
can be used to communicate. Definitively, musical instruments are objects that produce a special 
musical sound or note by either plucking, blowing, or tapping on the object. Today we’re going 
to be able to create and experiment with different instruments.” 
 
After showing the pictures, I will tie in the Pete the Cat portion of the lesson. I will briefly 
introduce another Pete the Cat story video. We will sing along and follow the story as we are 
watching the video together. I will ask my students to think about the music in this video and 
what they hear but don’t see from the musical instruments. If students are advanced, I will ask 
them analyze the sounds and think about the way that the sound changes the song.  
 
Next, I will invite students to check out some of the instruments that I have brought into class. I 
will have each of the instruments placed at different points in the room and I will explain to the 
students that we are going to move through the instruments in small segments of time. I will split 
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the students into smaller groups and explain the flow of the room to them. They will, when the 
time arises, move to the next station/instrument. It should be a smooth transition for the student 
groups and I will monitor the time that they are using at the different stations and instruments.  
 
As for the content of each station, they will be instructed to play and experiment with each 
instrument. They will be told to respect the instrument and the other people around them. As a 
team, they will all share and take turns with each station/instrument. I will clearly state that they 
are to share and have equal opportunities when using the instruments at each station. I hope to 
have plenty of instruments that the students can see and experience the variety in each station. If 
needed, I will contact the music teacher and see if he/she is available to help with the lesson.  
 
Before sending them off to the stations, I will explain that instruments all work in different ways. 
Some function as a rhythm, and these type of instruments usually work by tapping on the 
surfaces. Some instruments work through air, and are played by breathing and playing notes with 
our fingers. Other instruments work by plucking or playing. If time arises, I will demonstrate or 
show examples of a few of these types of instruments. At this point, if the music teacher is 
available, I will let he or she give a brief introduction to some of the instruments. Students will 
then be dismissed to each of their stations to experiment and learn from the different instruments. 
 
After working through the stations, I will instruct the students to come back together onto the 
main carpet area. I will then explain to the students that we are going to be making our own 
musical instruments today. I hope that this idea will get them excited to create and use their own 
ideas. I will have a few examples of a homemade guitar, drum and whistle to get them started on 
the thinking. After sharing the examples with my class, I will explain the directions to the craft 
project.  
 
Students will be instructed to use the large tables in the classroom as their workspace. They will 
be given a certain amount of time to create any type of instrument. However, the instrument 
needs to be something that produces sound by either blowing, tapping or plucking. I will have set 
up the room with the craft projects before the lesson started. Students will then be allowed to 
start on their projects. If needed, I will provide help and assistance. I want the students to be 
encouraged to make whatever they think of. I hope that by looking at the instruments beforehand 
that they will be able to come up with some creative thoughts and projects.  
 
While students are working on the projects, I’ll walk around the room and check on their 
projects. I will ask them questions like:  

• How does this instrument play?  
• Can you explain your thinking to me? 
• How does this work?  
• Do you pluck, hit or strum this instrument? 
• What type of instrument is your instrument like? 

In addition to these questions, I will seek to have my students engage in a conversation about 
their homemade instrument. I want to see the way that they can innovate and create something 
individual and unique.  
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After students are finished creating their projects, they will be instructed to bring their 
homemade instruments back to the main carpet area. I will then give a brief introduction to our 
music video that we watched earlier. This time when we watch the video, they will be allowed to 
play their musical instrument along with the tune of the song. I will encourage them to find the 
correct beat of the music and experiment with the song as a musician.  
 
I hope to see the students engaged and encouraged to be a part of the song. This last portion of 
the lesson will also serve as a final assessment. I will be observing the students’ ability to 
understand the way that they created the instruments and if they are either blowing, tapping or 
plucking the instruments. Overall, this lesson is very exploratory and hands on. It allows students 
to experience music from a different perspective and applies this perspective into their projects 
and homemade instruments.  
 
Materials/Resources: 

• Video access to the following clip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RC7SWvxge30 
• Pictures of Instruments: Guitar, Piano, Drums, etc.  
• “Pete the Cat: Rocking my School Shoes” 
• Materials to make Musical Instruments:  

o Shoe boxes 
o Toilet paper/paper towel rolls 
o Glue 
o Ribbon 
o Colored paper 
o Markers 
o Additional materials 

• Music instruments – Guitar, Piano, Drums/Percussion, etc. 
 
Connection to Prior Knowledge: 
Students should have the memory of the Pete the Cat story that we read on the first day. Students 
should be able to connect with the story and see how it applies in video format.  
 
Assessment: 
Before- Prior to talking, working with and creating the instruments, I will ask students general 
questions about what they know about musical instruments. I will ask them questions like: What 
does a musical instrument do? Have you every played a musical instrument? What’s the 
difference between instruments? These questions will serve as a way for me to gauge their 
understanding before starting the lesson. 
 
During- As a part of the lesson, I will ask students questions throughout the different portions of 
the lesson. While students are working on their projects I will ask them questions like: How does 
this instrument play? Can you explain your thinking to me? How does this work? Do you pluck, 
hit or strum this instrument? What type of instrument is your instrument like? This check in will 
determine their ability to think through the project and think through what they have learned thus 
far. 
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After- After the lesson, I hope to use the music video as a way to assess students’ progress. By 
analyzing and observing them participate in the video I will be checking on on their ability to 
understand instrumentation and playing instruments.  
 
Special Needs of Students:  
Enrichment- While watching the video, I will ask them analyze the sounds and think about the 
way that the sound changes the song. In addition, if students need to be challenged, I will give 
them further guidelines when creating projects to see if they will be able to work under those 
parameters. 
 
Intervention- If a student needs help, I will be able to provide guidance when they are creating 
their projects. I will hope to encourage them to think outside the box once getting them started 
with an idea or example.  
 
Reflection: 

• Discuss the physical, cognitive, language and social emotional development and interests 
of your students and how this lesson is appropriate. This lesson covers the physical 
development when students are moving and experimenting with different instruments. 
Cognitively, this lesson allows and encourages students to use their minds and think 
through different musical situations. As for social emotional development, this lesson 
incorporates a lot of conversation and discussion with peers and others around the 
students. This lesson incorporates and focuses on the student interest in the musical 
instruments.  

• How does your evaluation strategy determine whether you have met your learning goals? 
By observation, I’m able to see if the students are engaged and participating in the 
invention and creativity. The end video allows students to engage and participate in 
music after creating their instruments. This evaluation allows me to determine if my 
students know about musical instruments and how they work.  

• How have you hit multiple intelligence’s in this lesson? This lesson is based on a 
kinesthetic learning approach that incorporates and includes interpersonal skills, 
intrapersonal and audio-visual learning. By allowing students to interact with the 
instruments they are using their interpersonal intelligence to learn about the instrument. 
They will learn and recognize sounds in the different instruments. As they are creating 
the musical instruments they are practicing the kinesthetic and hands on approach to 
learning.  

• What learning styles have you addressed? This lesson focuses on the exploration learning 
method where the students are given freedom to work and participate in projects. By 
allowing students to experiment and create they are being given the opportunity to 
participate and engage in a new subject or material through a unique style of learning.  

• What forms of assessment will show if the student learned what you intended? 
Questioning, observations and interviews will allow me to determine if the students are 
acquiring and recalling the information. Asking questions and observing will allow me to 
recognize the growth that will happen when exploring and learning about a musical 
instrument. 	
 

  



	

23	

Unit #5 
Name: Sarah Grace Griswold 
Date: April 19th, 2016 
Grade: Kindergarten 
 
Learning Objectives/Goals:  
Students should be able to copy/write their color words and should know which word stands for 
which color. For example, a student should be able to see the word “Yellow” and know that it is 
associated with the color of the school bus or something of that manner. They should be able to 
explain and make this connection from the story.  
 
Students should be able to recognize the difference in Pete’s past and his current state of being. 
They should be able to talk about the changes in his shoe color and his surroundings.  
 
Ohio Early Learning and Development Standards: 
RL.K.7 – Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: With prompting and support, describe the 
relationship between illustrations and the story in which they appear (e.g., what moment in a 
story an illustration depicts).  
 
Social Studies. K. 2. History– A Child’s Place in Time and Space: Personal History can be 
shared through stories and pictures.  
 
Summative Assessment Overview: Overall, students should be able to properly communicate 
the story, character and plot. They should be able to recognize how this story can be used to 
teach math, science, social studies, literature and art. At the end of the unit, my students will be 
assessed based on their level of attentiveness and involvement. They should be able to answer 
questions about the story, and how the story of Pete the Cat applies to their own lives. For our 
last activity, we will participate in a final group reading of the story. During this reading, I will 
be asking questions that will demonstrate and seek to understand their ideas of the story and what 
we have learned. 
 
Methods:  
For this lesson, students will be instructed to gather together in the front of the room. I will then 
explain the format of the day. Prior to the last reading, I will ask my students questions about 
their viewpoint from the story “Pete the Cat: I love my white shoes”. This will serve as my pre-
assessment for this lesson. I will take notes so that I get to ask each student at least one (or two) 
questions. If time is allotted, I will take a moment or two to ask each student these questions 
individually. I will ask questions like:  

• What happens in this story?  
• What happened in Pete’s past? 
• What is going to happen to Pete next? 
• Who’s the main character? 
• What happens to Pete? 
• Have you ever had a day like Pete? 
• What have you learned about this week? 
• How does Pete let the shoes impact his life or his past? 
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• How has Pete taught you about words? Music? Spelling? 
While asking these questions, I will be monitoring their responses and recording an answer from 
each student. This will serve as my first way of assessment for the unit. We will then read the 
book together out loud.  
 
Next, I will ask the students to gather on the classroom tables or desks to work on a project. I 
will explain that we are going to be compiling a class book that we can use in our classroom 
library. Each student will be given a color, drawn at random. The colors will consist of colors 
like: blue, green, orange, yellow, red, white, black, purple and pink. I will change the amount of 
colors depending on the amount of students, and the colors decided upon. Students will be 
instructed to draw a picture of “the thing that Pete stepped in” and then write the name of the 
color that they were given. I will want to see their connections between the color they were 
given, to the words they write and the object that they have drawn. This project will serve as the 
written portion of this final assessment.  
 
While the students are working on their pages, I will instruct them focus and give me their best 
work. I will walk around the room to monitor their progress. This observation will serve as a 
quick, during the activity, assessment. I will be checking to see if students are able to make the 
connection of the color to a real object, and if they are able to correctly print the color name on 
the page. I will ask them questions to explain the connection to the story and the illustrations as 
they are working. These questions will serve as the auditory assessment to check their 
understandings.  
 
After students are finished working on the pages, I will collect them to compile into a large 
classroom book. Having these papers will serve as my final assessment of the day and will finish 
my work sample gathering to finalize the summative assessment for the unit.  
 
Materials/Resources: 

• “Pete the Cat: I love my white shoes” 
• Pete the Cat worksheet (have one per student) 
• Writing Utensils: Markers, Pencils, Crayons, etc.  

 
Connection to Prior Knowledge: 
Students should have the memory of the Pete the Cat story that we read on the first day. Students 
should be prepared to demonstrate and explain their knowledge of colors and the recognition in 
the classroom.  
 
Assessment: 
Before- I will ask my students questions about their viewpoint from the story “Pete the Cat: I 
love my white shoes”. I will ask questions like: What happens in this story? What happened in 
Pete’s past? What is going to happen to Pete next? Who’s the main character? What happens to 
Pete? Have you ever had a day like Pete? What have you learned about this week? How has Pete 
taught you about words? Music? Spelling? 
 
During- While students are working, I will monitor and walk around the room to determine their 
level or understanding and overall grasping of this concept of colors and the way that they can 
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relate to the real world. I will ask them questions to see how they make the connection between 
the illustrations and colors in the story to their pictures and drawings that they are creating.  
 
After- I will collect the finished pages to compile them into a large classroom book. Having these 
papers will serve as my final assessment of the day and will finish my work sample gathering to 
finalize the summative assessment for the unit. In addition to these papers, I will also have the 
written notes and observations to serve as a take-away assessment from the students. 
 
Special Needs of Students:  
Enrichment- With this being an assessment focused lesson, I will encourage my students to do 
their best work, even if that means going beyond the assignment and putting more details into the 
book pages that they are creating.  
 
Intervention- With this being an assessment focused lesson, I will encourage my students to 
succeed on their own without any other help. Before the assessment begins, I will encourage 
them to use their full brains and to think back to all that we’ve worked on so far in this lesson.  
 
Reflection: 

• Discuss the physical, cognitive, language and social emotional development and interests 
of your students and how this lesson is appropriate. This lesson is focused on the 
assessment portion of the lesson. Since the assessment is two-parted, students are able to 
learn through reading, questioning and writing on their own. These aspects include and 
incorporate the way that language, cognitive and physical aspects all play a role in a 
project and presentation.  

• How does your evaluation strategy determine whether you have met your learning goals? 
By asking students to complete the drawing, writing, and discussion, they will be 
demonstrating that they have been able to learn about their colors, situations, and life 
moments. When we are in discussion before the writing, I will be asking questions that 
will allow students the opportunity to talk about how Pete’s life has been changed 
through the different color shoes. I will also be talking to students as they are working on 
the color sheets to see if they have been able to make the connection between in-text 
illustrations and their own.  

• How have you hit multiple intelligence’s in this lesson? This lesson covers visual by 
participating in the reading, hands-on/kinesthetic through the writing, and verbal 
intelligences through questioning and practice.  

• What learning styles have you addressed? This lesson is centered on the assessment. 
Since there are two parts to this assessment, I was able to formulate both sections 
differently in order to give students time to shine their best. However, I have to use both 
questioning and writing as the main styles of assessment for this unit. These types of 
learning styles are unique and provide a difference between the two types.  

• What forms of assessment will show if the student learned what you intended? The verbal 
answering of questions and written worksheets will both demonstrate their ability to 
connect with print and text in a literal situation. These strategies will show the way that 
students are able to think about and reflect on the story and see how this story applies to 
real life and classroom application. 	
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Pete the Cat 
I Love My _____ Shoes! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

By ________________’s Class 
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Name ___________________ 

 
 

OH NO! Pete the Cat stepped in a large pile of 

 
______________________________________________. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Did Pete cry? Goodness NO! 
He kept walking along and singing his song, 

 
“I love my __________________________ shoes. 

 
I love my _________________________ shoes. 

 
I love my _________________________ shoes. 

 
I love my ________________________ shoes.” 


